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The Tri-District Conference (CCDC, NCWNP, and PSW) was sponsored by the Central California 
District Council and held at the Clovis Veterans Memorial Building on February 14th through 
February 16, 2009.  The conference theme was Internment & Redress Remembered. 

Saturday, February 14th began with a golf tournament; trip to the Clark Center for Japanese 
Art and Culture; mixer dinner; the movie American Pastime and Youth Activities.  Three ple-
nary sessions were held on Sunday, February 15th.  Plenary I, moderated by Professor Lane 

Hirabayashi, provided personal insights from Professor James Hirabayashi, Reverend Saburo Masada, Marielle Tsukamoto 
and Kiyo Sato on the Pinedale Assembly Center.  Plenary II, moderated by Justice Ardaiz, presented the Coram Nobis Panel 
(Redress law team) comprised of Dale Minami, Don Tamaki, Professor Lorraine Bannai, Karen Kai and Robert Rusky.  Plenary 
III, moderated by Carole Hayashino, presented Secretary Norman Mineta, John Tateishi, Floyd Mori, Ken Yokota, Joanne 
Kagiwada and Kamal Abu-Shamsieh to discuss the Redress Movement.  The evening of the 15th ended with a Day of Remem-
ōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŜǎΥ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ 5ƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ŀǘƻǎƘƛ όCƛōōŜǊύ IƛǊŀȅŀƳŀΤ bƛǎŜƛ  
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JACL Tri-District Conference  By Neil Kozuma / Photos By Tom Nishikawa 

Plenary I: L-R (front) Kiyo Sato, Prof. James Hirabaya-
shi, Rev. Saburo Masada ;  (rear) Prof. Lane  

Hirabayashi, Marielle Tasukamoto 

Plenary II: L-R (front) Justice James Ardaiz, Karen Kai, 
Robert Rusky;  (rear) Don Tamaki, Lorraine Bannai, 

Dale Minami 

Plenary III: L-R (front) Carole Hayashino, Norman 
Mineta, John Tateishi, Joanne Kagiwada; (rear) Coun-

sel General Nagamine, Floyd Mori, Kamal Abu-
Shamsieh, Ken Yokota 

Norman Mineta Counsel General Yasumasa Nagamine 
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The San Jose JACL Board meets on the 
second Friday of each month at 7:00 
p.m., at the Issei Memorial Building.  
Meetings are open to the public and  
everyone is welcome.  Come and help 
ǎƘŀǇŜ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜ W!/[Ωǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ  By Leon Kimura 

Hello all!  I am Leon Kimura, the new President of the San 
Jose JACL.  I have been on the Board for about three decades 
and last served as your President 20 years ago.  But I recently 
retired from City Service and am now able to devote some 
quality time to serve you and the community through the 
JACL.  I would like to take a few moments and share some 
thoughts about my vision for the San Jose Chapter. 

First, I would like to remember our past.  Please check out the 
following purpose statement excerpted from the Chapter's Articles of Incorporation: 

άThe specific and primary purposes are to foster American democracy, promote active 
participation in civic and national life, and secure justice and equal opportunities for 
Americans of Japanese ancestry permanently residing in the United States, as well as 
for all Americans regardless of their race, creed, color or national origin on an exclu-
sively non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ōŀǎƛǎΦέ 

I had to read it more than once to try and understand its nuances and I hope that you 
ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ  .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ 

Lƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ L ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅέ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōƻǘƘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
and future politicians as well as coalitions of like minded organizations and individuals.  
It is leadership development of our youth.  And standing up to be heard and counted 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ άŦǊŜŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘέ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ 
out against injustice and prejudice in all of its insidious shapes and forms. 

And I envision strengthening our community from within through the promotion of 
active civic life.  This participation in community activities, events, groups, and organi-
zations bring solidarity throughout, even impacting the national scene.  There is 
strength in numbers and your support through civic engagement is crucial to the 
health and future of our community.  And your participation is already making a differ-
ence!  Thanks to your JACL membership and your generous donations, our local chap-
ter is strengthened and can continue its mission.  And if you take a more active role in 
civic life by supporting events such as the Japantown festivals, meetings, or donating 
your time and talents, then we all get that much stronger... 

There has also been a proliferation of Asian American support organizations which 
begs the question of where the JACL now fits in.  The current role that I feel the Chap-
ǘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅϥǎ άƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅέ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ 
needed, to civil rights issues.  We need to remain strong so that we can insure that we 
will be there for the community when an issue arises and be able to mobilize and re-
spond quickly and effectively at the local, district, state and national level, as the situa-
tion warrants.  This requires a dedicated and continuing effort to foster partnerships 
with community leaders, including at all levels of government so that we can call for 
assistance in time of need.  Strong partnerships should enable us to quickly "pick up 
the phone" and rally support if and when needed.  

But it is crucial for the JACL leadership to maintain a strong bond with you, our  mem-
bers, and with the Asian American community in general, so that you are a true  
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