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Japan Relief

Japan relief has been a JACL priority since the Maréhehtthquake and tsunami. As time passes, it remains
important to keep support efforts alive in our local community. Therefore, in addition to the JACL Direct Re-
lief International efforts, the San Jose JACL has remained available to partner with organizations fundraising
for Japan relief. It is gratifying that so many individuals and community organizations have participated to
date and we are glad to have also supported-eponsored the following Japan fundraising events: Japan-
town Community Congress of San Jose Vigil, Morgan Hill Buddhist Community Cetwéadte Recycling

Event, International Russian Music Piano Competition, and the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of
Silicon Valley Wine Tasting Fundraiser.

If you know of other organizations that wish to conduct fundraisers and neeepaafibsponsor, please let us
know.

Update: Japan Relief and Recovery Efforts- JACL D.C Digest June 6- 10

The JACL has continued its efforts in assisting with the recovery and relief efforts in Japan. This week, JACL
National Executive DirectorfFloyd Mori flew into Tokyo and then trained to Ishinomaki, Japan to work di-
rectly with the NGO groups awarded funds fromJIA€L and Direct Relief International " Japan Relief

and Recovery Fund’

JACL National Executive Director, Floyd Mori, had the following to report about his work with the local
NGOs:

The funds raised from the JACL/Direct Relief International "Japan Relief and Recovery Fund" are proving
successful results. Ishinomaki, one of the hardest hit areas by the earthquake and tsunami, is seeing shops
open in the downtown center because of the work of NGO groups funded by the JACL. | have witnessed pec
who have moved back into their homes that were initially damaged but now cleaned. People in shelters or
without facilities are being fed on a daily basis. In addition, the environment is being cleaned as contaminate
mud is being removed from the downtown city areas and, the cleaning of the ocean's shoreline is underway.

Total funds committed to Japan Relief Furgh million
Total funds released to Japan Relief to d&®.:8 Million
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As a Membership Organization it

National JACL to get feedback from time
to time on how are we meeting or not

meeting your expectations. Some of the
ways we communicate is through this pu

nity events. So | would like to hear from you if you have suggestions 0
ways we can meet your needs by contacting me, Tom Maruyama, Jr.
email atsanjosejacl@sbcglobal.nettdjm1954@gmail.com

We have a new staff member, Marge Tsuji, who has worked for
many years in various positions with the public schools. As | interviews
her previous supervisors she received rave reviews and we are very fc

nate to have her on board.

Many of you have known Kenzo Kimura as a past President of
JACL and longtime board member, Kenzo has removed himself from t
Board to spend more time his family as his son begins kindergarten.
Kenzo will truly be missed at SJ JACL but will continue his community
work through YuAi Kai.

In the next edition of the Outlook there will be a recap from you
delegates who attend the National JACL Convention in Los Angeles.

Hope to see and meet many of you at the Annual Recognition [
ner; Sharon Uyeda, Tom Oshidari and their committee are working on
fantastic event.

Sake San Jose at the Issei Memorial BuildiygNeil Kozuma

The San Jose JACL opened its doorsto hel®Mu Kai 6 s Si X
Sake San Jose event on May 26, 2011. inedred sake tasters walked
throughout Japantown to taste special sake from twiergypouring sta-
tions. The beautifully landscaped IMB backyard hosted three pouring s
tions and approximately thrémindred people came through the IMB to
enjoy sake, appetizers, and smiling conversations. The aging IMB buil
has participated in Sake San Jose for six straight years and welcomes
opportunity to help sustain the viability of Japantown San Jose and its
community based partners.
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The Issei Memorial Building Needs Your Helpby Neil Kozuma

The Issei Memorial Building (IMB) was built in 1910 as the Kuwabara Hospital, originally named for its first
resident physician, Dr. Taisuke Kuwabara. Language and religious differences in the early 1900s made it difficult to es
tablish communication and trust between the Japanese Issei and local San Jose doctors, so this hospital was built to ¢
tice Dr. Kuwabara to move his practice to Japantown. However, since Japanese doctors could not be legally licensed |
the state of Cali forni a, Dr . Kuwabarads presence did
had to supervise Dr. Kuwabara (and those who later replaced him), perform all surgeries, and even held title to the ho:
tal.

The original building included a doctordés office,
rooms with patient beds upstairs. An annex in the back of the building provided living quarters for the resident Japanes
doctor. The hospital closed its doors in 1934 after the first Japanese doctor received his degree from Stanford, receive
his |Ilicense, and began practicing at San Jose Hospit
Several community members in Japantown purchased the building for "future generations of Japanese Americans," ar
turned it into the headquarters of the Nihonjinkai (Japanese Association) although the hospital continued to be used b
the medical profession for some time.

The hospital has been leased to numerous Japanese American professionals and organizations over the years
and was renamed the Issei Memorial Building after its extensive interior renovation in 1983. It has been designated a !
Jose Historic Landmark, and currently houses the San Jose Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League, San
Taiko offices, and the Contemporary Asian Theatre Scene. In 2005, the first Ikoi no Ba (a restful place to rest, reflect a
appreciate) was installed at the Issei Memorial Building. The California Japantown Landmark, a permanent outdoor hi:
toric exhibit that unifies and tells the history of Japanese American communities in each of the three remaining historic
Japantowns in the State of California (San Francisco, San Jose, and Los Angeles), stands honorably in front of the IM
The threesided ninéfoot tall California Japantown Landmark captures the hopes and struggles of the Japanese Ametri-
can community, and provides the millions of visitors to these Japantowns with the opportunity to learn about and gain
better understanding of the history and challenges of the Japanese American community in California. [Story from
www.californiajapantowns.olg
How You Can Help

Imagine that your home is 18fars old. The San Jose JACL is asking for your help to preserve the IMB. Re-
cently, with a wonderful donation from tiay and Lucy Matsumoto Foundation the front railing was rebuilt and
painted. There are many other major and minor projects required to keep the IMB alive. You can help by volunteering
your time and skills, through donations of cash or materials, or from your care, concerns and contacts. Whether it is
cleaning a floor, replacing a window, installing a solar panel or painting the building, any and all contributions are wel-
comed and truly appreciated. If you want to help, please corattMaruyama, Jr. at 650 4060107Q

Issei Memorial Building Cleanp Day by Leon Kimura

The Issei Memorial Building (IMB) front yard handicapped ramp and porch railing was recently rebuilt by the
San Jose Conservation Corps coordinated by VP of Civil Libéfeddsozuma. As a cost savings measure, painting
the railing with a matching-8olor scheme was done during the Ma{ 2Ranrup day. With paint brushes and rollers in
hand, JACL volunteers includinfgaron Shimadawere joined by CATS volunteets Donna Yumori-Kaku andWill
Kaku in laying down the first coat of paint to seal and protect our new wood railing. The weather was threatening and
few drops of rain did fall but not enough to dampen the spirit of the crew and luckily the paint dryed quickly!

And speaking of water, CBresidenTom Maruyama was busy with his powerwasher cleaning everything out-
side including the | andscaping! His familyés garden
dl es and dead | eaves were |l eft in the wdadaeOshdariwas s po
installing new weather stripping to the exterior doors before the power wash began.

Also, repair job to address sidewalk trip hazards was completed by installing concrete ramp patches to level thi
heaving sidewalks caused by the ever growing street trees roots.

Clearrup and repairs are an-going need for this historic building and the interior clegns still to be sched-
ule so you all still have a chance to join in the fun! Give us a call or senthaih € you wish to be informed of the
next clearup day. Thanks!
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2011 High School Scholars Honored at LunchebynSharon Uyeda

On Saturday, April 16, 2011, thirteen high school seniors were awarded scholarships at a luncheon he
at the Issei Memorial Building backyard. Preceding the presentation of scholarships, a buffet luncheon was
enjoyed by the attendees. Neil Kozuma, VP of Civil Liberties and Recording Secretary of the Chapter, high-
lighted events of the Chapter and also its involvement within the JA and greater Community. With the earlier
possibility of rain, it was wonderful to see the sun come out and shine during the luncheon and awards cere-

mony. The photo below is of the recipients who were in attendance. The préutioskissue gave more
information on each scholar.

L to R:
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Scholarship), Kyle Tsukamoto ($500 San Jose CYS Scholarship), Ken Matsumoto ($750 San Jose JACL Award and
Lanette Yoneko Hayakawa Memorial Scholarship), Richard Shinagawa ($750 San Jose JACL Award), Amanda Drer

($2,000 Phil Matsumura Community Scholarship), Stephanie Fong ($2,500 George Masunaga Endowment Scholarsh
Stephanie Nakamae ($500 San Jose CYS Scholarship), and Erin Takeda ($750 Ray and Lucy Matsumoto Business S
ship).

Photo courtesy of Gary Jio
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