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IMB Centennial Celebration Luncheon Set for Saturday, October 23rd      by Tom Oshidari 

On Saturday, October 23, 2010, San Jose JACL will hold a Centennial  

Celebration Luncheon fundraiser for the historic Issei Memorial Building (IMB) for 

which the San Jose JACL is caretaker for the community.  Festivities start at 11 am 

and will conclude around 3 pm. 

Luncheon reservations are $60 each.  Sponsorship levels have been established as 
follows: 

$5000 ς нл ǎŜŀǘǎ Ҍ р WǳŘƎŜ YŀƴŜƳƻǘƻ ōƻƻƪǎϝ όŀǳǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘύ ά[ŜƎŀŎȅ [ŜǾŜƭέ 

$2500 ς мл ǎŜŀǘǎ Ҍ н WǳŘƎŜ YŀƴŜƳƻǘƻ ōƻƻƪǎϝ όŀǳǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘύ άIŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ŜǾŜƭέ 

$1000 ς п ǎŜŀǘǎ Ҍ м WǳŘƎŜ YŀƴŜƳƻǘƻ ōƻƻƪϝ όŀǳǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘύ άtǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜǾŜƭέ 

$600 ς мл ǎŜŀǘǎ ά¢ŀōƭŜ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊέ 
 

*The American Odyssey of the Immigrant Japanese ς A Tribute to Judge Wayne Kanemoto, authored by retired Judges 

DŜǊŀǊŘ WΦ YŜǘǘƳŀƴƴΣ aŀǊƪ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ WǊΦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά[ǳƴŎƘ .ǳƴŎƘΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜ W!/[ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ  

member George Hinoki.  This is a collection of short autobiographies prepared at various times by Judge  

Kanemoto, now collated into a whole by his friends. It is the story of a people who, in the 19th and 20th  

centuries being oppressed by hardship in their home-land, Japan, sought liberty, prosperity and happiness in 

the new world, America, and who, upon arriving in the new world, again were the victims of oppression. Laws 

were passed limiting their freedom to make a living. Their plight was greatly aggravated by the war between 

Japan and America, by the disruption and loss of their homes and property and their forced evacuation and 

internment in relocation camps; but mitigated to some small but positive degree by their thoughtful and  

helpful non-Japanese neighbors. 

San Jose JACL would be happy to find seniors to fill seats of unfilled sponsored tables. 

In conjunction with the Luncheon, there will be a benefit drawing and a silent auction to raise additional funds needed to 

renovate the IMB to carry it into its second century as well as to support ongoing San Jose JACL programsτyouth scholarships, 

senior activities, civic engagement, and more.  For 85 years the San Jose JACL has maintained active involvement in education, civil/

human rights, community partnerships, and social/cultural activities. 

The event program includes Norman Mineta as featured speaker.  Of particular significance is that before 

he came to prominence on his political path to Mayor of San Jose, U.S. Congressperson, Commerce  

Secretary, and Transportation Secretary, Norm ran his insurance business from his corner office in the IMB.  

Norm and Mike Honda are honorary chairpersons for the event; both have been long-standing San Jose 

JACL Chapter members.  San Jose Taiko will round out the afternoon with their exciting brand of  

entertainment. 

Efforts are continuing to locate people with ties to the IMB. In fact, we are making the following offer:  If 

you were born at the IMB, contact San Jose JACL and be our guest at the Celebration Luncheon!   See the 

photo of one such individualτguess who? 



It has been an interesting 3-months since the last Outlook, and in the 
realm of Civil Rights and Civic Engagement the San Jose JACL has been busy 
staying involved in issues that impact our community.   

On a local level and at a pragmatic scale, we have been actively  
participating within the system to help select the new Independent  
Police Auditor (IPA), retired Judge LaDoris Cordell.  We had the  
opportunity to sit with our new IPA at our June meeting of the Asian Pacific 

Islander Justice Coalition (APIJC) where she explained the actions she has taken during the 
first 30 days of the new job.  It is apparent through her actions such as pre-committing to  
ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Lt! hŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ άƭŜŀƪέΣ 
that Judge Cordell has a high personal level of integrity and is committed to transparency in 
her Office of the IPA.  Through her actions, she is intent on building trust with the  
community.   We are pursuing additional opportunities to remain engaged with the IPA to 
assist as appropriate to help ensure fair and equitable treatment for all in the realm of local 
law enforcement. 

On a broader scale, the new Arizona law allowing racial profiling was the topic of  
intense discussions by the National Board who voted on May 17, 2010, to sign on as a  
plaintiff in a class action suit challenging the constitutionality of Arizona Senate Bill 1070 (SB 
1070), which is scheduled to go into effect on July 28, 2010.  The JA community has a  
particularly keen insight and added value to the discussion of racial profiling in the name of 
national security.  I took the opportunity to address the San Jose City Council as they were 
deliberating whether to take an action against SB 1070 and I applauded their courage to 
take a stand on the issue.  They voted to join the County of Santa Clara in an amicus brief 
against the Arizona law.  The vote was not unanimous. 

!ƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜ 
on the Arizona issues at our June Board Meeting in preparation of our Delegates attendance 
at the National Convention.  The Arizona JACL Chapter was bringing a Resolution to the 
floor opposing the Arizona law which was adopted on July 3, 2010 at the Convention.  Nei-
ther votes were unanimous. 

So listening to the varying opinions expressed regarding SB 1070 showed some of the 
deep seated beliefs that we all have and that issues are not always black and white nor can 
they be when the plethora of human emotions and experiences color our  
perspectives.  We can learn to appreciate the value we each bring and trust that the  
collective wisdom will prevail in a democratic process.  And thank you Arizona for enabling 
ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŦƭŜȄ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎΧ 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ     by Leon Kimura 

The San Jose JACL Board meets on the 
second Friday of each month at 7:00 
p.m., at the Issei Memorial Building.  
Meetings are open to the public and  
everyone is welcome.  Come and help 
ǎƘŀǇŜ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜ W!/[Ωǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

Tamon Norimoto 
Steven Kiyasu-Nose 
Joyce Oyama 
Sue Shigemasa 
Tom Shigemasa 
Aron Shimada 
Kellie Takagi 

Kari Dobashi-Barton 
Carl Fujita 
Amy Halcrow 
Richard Kamimura 
Carrie Kimura 
Kenzo Kimura 
Tom Maruyama, Jr. 
Tom Nishisaka 
 

Board Members 

Honorary Advisory Board 

Honorable Mike Honda 
 U.S. House of Representatives 
Honorable Norman Y. Mineta 
      Fmr U.S. Secretary of Transportation 
Honorable Richard Tanaka, Retired 

Grayson Taketa 
Wayne Tanda 
Yoshihiro Uchida 
Steve Yamaguma 
Jimi Yamaichi 

George Hinoki 
Dr. Jerrold Hiura 
Art Honda 
Honorable Randy 
Okamura 
Shirley Ota 
 

Advisory Council 

OUTLOOK is published on a quarterly 
basis by the  San Jose JACL 

Issei Memorial Building 
565 North Fifth Street 
San Jose, CA 95112 
Phone:  (408) 295-1250 
Email:  sanjosejacl@sbcglobal.net 
Website:  www.sanjosejacl.org 
National JACL:  www.jacl.org 
Health Trust:  www.jaclhealth.org* 
         (800) 400-6633 
*  Must be member of National JACL 

Officers 

President Leon Kimura 

V.P. - Operations Tom Oshidari 

V.P.ς Civil Liberties Neil Kozuma 

Recording Secretary  Denise Imamura 

Treasurer Tom Oshidari 

NCWNPDC Delegate Neil Kozuma 
 Tom Nishikawa 

NCWNPD Board Sharon Uyeda 
 Tom Nishikawa 

In our continuing effort to expand the multi-cultural understanding and interaction of 
our membership, you all are invited to participate in the Annual Ramadan Iftar or fast-
breaking dinner with our local Muslim community in celebration of Ramadan, the Islamic 
month of fasting and spiritual renewal. 

The San Francisco Bay Area office of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR-
SFBA), the Muslim Community Association and the Islamic Circle of North America, are  
sponsoring this event which is open to the larger community, as an outreach effort designed 
to enhance understanding of Islam and to help Americans of all faiths meet their Muslim 
neighbors. Hundreds of guests from all over Santa Clara County are expected to attend  
including interfaith leaders, professors, and activists. 

The Annual Ramadan Iftar will take place on the evening of August 21st at the Muslim 
Community Association, 3003 Scott Boulevard, Santa Clara, CA 95054.  Registration begins at 
6:30 p.m. with the program starting at 7:00 p.m. 

Please mark your social calendar and come!  RSVP to openhouse@mcabayarea.org.  
Should you have any questions, please call: 408.986-9874. 

Invitation to an Iftar  

mailto:openhouse@mcabayarea.org
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2010 JACL NATIONAL CONVENTION ς EMBRACING CHANGE   by Neil Kozuma, San Jose JACL Delegate 

The 2010 National Convention was held on June 30, 2010 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Wǳƭȅ пΣ нлмл ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ 

Embracing Change, recognizes that in order to remain  

ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ-changing society, the JACL must have 

the creativity and flexibility to adapt to new circumstances 

while still remaining committed to its original mission and 

values.   

The workshops provided meaningful subject matter and 

along with fellow delegate Tom Nishikawa, our energy was 

renewed as Delegates and JACL members.  Subject areas  

discussed were the following: multi-racial identity; API health 

disparities; social networking; seatbelt safety; U.S. ς Japan 

relations; preserving family history; building API political 

power; and Pan Asian advocacy & coalition building.  Chapter 

alternate Sharon Uyeda also kept busy with keeping up with 

the issues, her National role with credentialing responsibilities 

and even filled in as a Northern California Western Nevada 

Pacific (NCWNP) District representative at the closing  

National Board session.   

¢ƘŜ W!/[Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ 

American history eighty-five years ago, still must be protected 

ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ  ¢ƘŜ W!/[Ωǎ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ŎƛǾƛƭ ƭƛōŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ 

still relevant today as it was yesterday.  The 2010 convention 

reviewed and passed four important resolutions: (1) the 

Power of Words (euphemisms and misnomers in reference to 

the WWII experience of Japanese Americans); (2) opposition 

to Arizona state law SB 1070 - a law which makes it a state 

crime to be in the U.S. without proper documentation 

(leading to racial profiling of people of color); (3) opposition 

to Arizona state law HB 2281 (a law which prohibits public 

schools from offering ethnic studies courses); and (4) support 

for the construction of the Topaz monument.  Several  

resolutions failed including a commemorative postage stamp 

(United States Postal Service) that recognizes the Japanese 

American Memorial to Patriotism (WWII military service); and 

the switch to a calendar year membership renewal. 

To get more information about the JACL and the National 

Convention, please contact Neil Kozuma at  

koztolobby@yahoo.com or (408) 406-7343.  In addition, 

please contact Neil about joining and contributing to the  

mission of the JACL.  The San Jose JACL is located in the  

historic Issei Memorial Building in San Jose Japantown.  Come 

see what the San Jose JACL is doing.  

The annual scholarship luncheon was held on  

Saturday, May 22nd in the backyard of the Issei Memorial 

Building. The weather cooperated and everyone enjoyed 

an outdoor sandwich and salad buffet prior to the  

program. With the centennial celebration of the IMB this 

year, President Leon Kimura provided a brief background 

on the building prior to the announcement and awarding 

of scholarships. A listing of the recipients were included in 

the previous issue of the Outlook, but the following are 

corrections and additions.  The Ninja Youth Foundation 

scholarships were increased to $1500 each and the male 

San Jose CYS Scholarship for $500 was awarded to Kirk 

Akimoto, senior at Lynbrook High School. His parents are 

Steven and Karen Akimoto. 

We appreciate all the volunteers who helped with the 

luncheon:  John Hayakawa, Gary Jio, Jemma Jio, Leon  

Kimura, Mitsu Kumagai, Kay Ono, Terry Oshidari, Tom  

Oshidari, Margie Oyama, Henry Uyeda, Doris Wong. 

Scholarship Luncheon Held on May 22nd      by Sharon Uyeda 

Left to Right:  Melissa Tanaka, Mika Matsumoto, Carly  

Meglio, Carly Yamaichi, Kelli Hashimoto, Melissa Wilcox,  

Alyson Yamaichi, Daren Matsuoka, Kirk Akimoto, Timothy 

Wang, David Santo 

mailto:koztolobby@yahoo.com

